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Hohenstein releases 2023 sustainability report


The report details sustainability efforts at its Boennigheim headquarters and targets for 2024. Hohenstein has replaced previous environmental guidelines with strategic development in accordance with Environmental, Social and Corporate Governance (ESG) and adopted a sustainability roadmap for the future.


Hohenstein has been implementing environmental and social measures for decades. As the first neutral assessment of these measures in 2019, Hohenstein participated in the ECOfit programme in Baden-Württemberg, Germany. A regular external assessment is to be introduced in 2024.




The report details sustainability efforts at its Boennigheim headquarters and targets for 2024. Hohenstein has replaced previous environmental guidelines with strategic development in accordance with Environmental, Social and Corporate Governance (ESG) and adopted a sustainability roadmap for the future.


Hohenstein has been implementing environmental and social measures for decades. As the first neutral assessment of these measures in 2019, Hohenstein participated in the ECOfit programme in Baden-Württemberg, Germany. A regular external assessment is to be introduced in 2024.


	Environmental: Overall, energy consumption was actively reduced, and renewable energy use promoted. Hohenstein also collected rail and air travel data to be used in CO2 accounting in 2024.
	Social: Hohenstein actively involved its employees in sustainability activities based on a survey and internal education. In future, Hohenstein will improve the ratio of female managers and implement a training campaign on the company values for employees.
	Governance: Hohenstein management has prioritized good communication through regular colloquia for employees and access to human resources consultation. They intend to intensify the dialogue with employees through further events.







More information:

  Sustainability Report
  Textilinstitut Hohenstein
  Hohenstein



Source:

Hohenstein
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New test kit for textile microfibre shedding


In cooperation with testing provider Hohenstein, Under Armour is launching a new fiber-shed test kit. It will help textile companies along the supply chain to develop lower shed materials during product development. The companies carry out the test themselves in-house using the test kit or can commission Hohenstein as a testing service provider.


The kit is a one-off purchase, after which users can buy additional materials from project partner James Heal. By using the new kit, Under Armour can reliably assess the quality and shed rate of the materials from suppliers.


For Hohenstein customers, the test kit is a useful addition to their microplastics tests. It is a quick and relatively inexpensive preliminary test that ensures better early-stage results for the end product.


During the production, wear and laundering of synthetic and natural fabrics, fibre shedding occurs in varying degrees. Hohenstein and Under Armour expect that their test method will help the industry better understand and reduce its contribution to the microfibre problem.




In cooperation with testing provider Hohenstein, Under Armour is launching a new fiber-shed test kit. It will help textile companies along the supply chain to develop lower shed materials during product development. The companies carry out the test themselves in-house using the test kit or can commission Hohenstein as a testing service provider.


The kit is a one-off purchase, after which users can buy additional materials from project partner James Heal. By using the new kit, Under Armour can reliably assess the quality and shed rate of the materials from suppliers.


For Hohenstein customers, the test kit is a useful addition to their microplastics tests. It is a quick and relatively inexpensive preliminary test that ensures better early-stage results for the end product.


During the production, wear and laundering of synthetic and natural fabrics, fibre shedding occurs in varying degrees. Hohenstein and Under Armour expect that their test method will help the industry better understand and reduce its contribution to the microfibre problem.


“Until now, integrating fiber-shed testing into industry research and development activities has required a significant time and cost investment,” said Kyle Blakely, Senior Vice President of Innovation for Under Armour. “At Under Armour, we believe intervening early to mitigate shedding is critical, which is why our test method is designed to specifically address these time and cost barriers.”






More information:

  microfibers
  microfibre shedding
  Textilinstitut Hohenstein
  Under Armour 



Source:

Hohenstein
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New test method for textile microplastics


	Standard assesses fibre release, biodegradation and ecotoxicity for the first time

Testing service provider Hohenstein has worked with the project partners Trigema, Freudenberg, DBL ITEX and Paradies to create a new standardized test method for detecting and classifying the environmental effects of textiles during washing. DIN SPEC 4872 combines analysis of fibre release, biodegradability and ecotoxicity. The test method according to DIN SPEC 4872 shows how many fibres are released during textile laundering, how well these fibres degrade in wastewater and how harmful the fibre residues are to the environment.




	Standard assesses fibre release, biodegradation and ecotoxicity for the first time

Testing service provider Hohenstein has worked with the project partners Trigema, Freudenberg, DBL ITEX and Paradies to create a new standardized test method for detecting and classifying the environmental effects of textiles during washing. DIN SPEC 4872 combines analysis of fibre release, biodegradability and ecotoxicity. The test method according to DIN SPEC 4872 shows how many fibres are released during textile laundering, how well these fibres degrade in wastewater and how harmful the fibre residues are to the environment.


Studies have shown that washing textiles releases microfibres into the wash water, which cannot be sufficiently retained by wastewater treatment plants. Synthetic fibres pose the greatest risk to the environment because of their longevity and inability to biodegrade. However, Hohenstein project manager Juliane Alberts does not give the all-clear for biodegradable fibres and natural fibres: "Biodegradability alone does not mean that pure natural fibres, for example, are completely harmless to the environment. They, too, remain in ecosystems until they completely degrade and can also have a negative impact. In addition, additives, auxiliaries or finishes used in textile production can further slow the degradation process and leach into the environment."


The new standard enables textile producers and suppliers to test, evaluate and compare products for fibre release during washing and environmental impact. Juliane Alberts sees this systematic evaluation as an opportunity for the textile industry to take the initiative on environmental impact: "Our reliable data can be used as a basis for more targeted product development. This is a way to actively and consciously control further environmental pollution."






More information:

  Textilinstitut Hohenstein
  textile testing 
  microplastic
  DIN SPEC 4872



Source:

Hohenstein
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Grünen Knopf 2.0 erkennt OEKO-TEX® Zertifizierung an


Seit Ende 2022 sind die OEKO-TEX® Zertifizierungen offiziell anerkannt, um für verschiedene Bereiche des Siegels Grüner Knopf 2.0 verwendet zu werden. Unternehmen, die bereits OEKO-TEX® zertifiziert sind, können sich so leichter für den Grünen Knopf 2.0 auditieren lassen. Hohenstein bietet als zugelassene Zertifizierungsstelle alle OEKO-TEX® Produkte und den Grünen Knopf aus einer Hand an.


Die OEKO-TEX® MADE IN GREEN Zertifizierung kann für folgende Bereiche beim Grünen Knopf 2.0 eingesetzt werden:


	 Konfektion
	 Nassprozesse
	 Zugelassene Fasern / Materialien (Virgin Polyester)

Für den Einsatz von Virgin Polyester kann der OEKO-TEX® STANDARD 100 genutzt werden. Der Grüne Knopf 2.0. hat spezielle Anforderungen an Produktionsprozesse sowie den Faser-/Materialeinsatz. Um diese zu erfüllen, müssen Unternehmen anerkannte Siegel für alle drei Bereiche (Konfektion, Nassprozess, Faser-/Materialeinsatz) nachweisen. Darüber hinaus müssen die Unternehmen innerhalb eines Audits belegen, dass sie die Anforderungen an die unternehmerischen Sorgfaltsprozesse erfüllen.




Seit Ende 2022 sind die OEKO-TEX® Zertifizierungen offiziell anerkannt, um für verschiedene Bereiche des Siegels Grüner Knopf 2.0 verwendet zu werden. Unternehmen, die bereits OEKO-TEX® zertifiziert sind, können sich so leichter für den Grünen Knopf 2.0 auditieren lassen. Hohenstein bietet als zugelassene Zertifizierungsstelle alle OEKO-TEX® Produkte und den Grünen Knopf aus einer Hand an.


Die OEKO-TEX® MADE IN GREEN Zertifizierung kann für folgende Bereiche beim Grünen Knopf 2.0 eingesetzt werden:


	 Konfektion
	 Nassprozesse
	 Zugelassene Fasern / Materialien (Virgin Polyester)

Für den Einsatz von Virgin Polyester kann der OEKO-TEX® STANDARD 100 genutzt werden. Der Grüne Knopf 2.0. hat spezielle Anforderungen an Produktionsprozesse sowie den Faser-/Materialeinsatz. Um diese zu erfüllen, müssen Unternehmen anerkannte Siegel für alle drei Bereiche (Konfektion, Nassprozess, Faser-/Materialeinsatz) nachweisen. Darüber hinaus müssen die Unternehmen innerhalb eines Audits belegen, dass sie die Anforderungen an die unternehmerischen Sorgfaltsprozesse erfüllen.


Vor der neuen Anerkennung wurden die jeweiligen Siegel vom Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung geprüft, ob sie die inhaltlichen Anforderungen des Grünen Knopfs erfüllen und ob sie als glaubwürdig eingestuft werden können.






More information:

  Hohenstein
  Textilinstitut Hohenstein
  Grüner Knopf
  OEKO-TEX® 



Source:

Hohenstein
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Hohenstein: New quantitative method to detect genetic modifications in organic cotton


There has been a sharp rise in demand for organic cotton products. Compared to conventionally grown cotton, the cultivation of organic cotton requires the renunciation of genetically modified seeds, chemical pesticides or fertilisers. Nevertheless, genetic modifications are repeatedly found in textiles that are falsely labelled with organic claims. Often, available certification systems are not backed up by lab testing. At best, they only take random seed samples. Textile testing specialist, Hohenstein, has developed an assessment method specifically for cotton. This new DNA analysis method makes it possible to ascertain the amount of genetically modified cotton contained in products. This is good news for textile industry stakeholders who will be on the safe side in terms of quality control and labelling of organic cotton products.




There has been a sharp rise in demand for organic cotton products. Compared to conventionally grown cotton, the cultivation of organic cotton requires the renunciation of genetically modified seeds, chemical pesticides or fertilisers. Nevertheless, genetic modifications are repeatedly found in textiles that are falsely labelled with organic claims. Often, available certification systems are not backed up by lab testing. At best, they only take random seed samples. Textile testing specialist, Hohenstein, has developed an assessment method specifically for cotton. This new DNA analysis method makes it possible to ascertain the amount of genetically modified cotton contained in products. This is good news for textile industry stakeholders who will be on the safe side in terms of quality control and labelling of organic cotton products.


First step: qualitative screening and identification. Second step: quantification of genetically modified cotton.

For qualitative screening, Hohenstein experts had developed molecular biological detection systems to make clear yes/no statements about genetically modified cotton. Testing can be applied to all kinds of materials, from raw cotton to chemically untreated yarns and fabrics. In addition, Hohenstein is one of only a few laboratories in the world accredited to test for GMOs in accordance with the ISO/IWA 32:2019 protocol. Its method provides reliable evidence of the presence or exclusion of genetic modification in cotton textile precursors.


Once qualitative proof of genetic modification is obtained, Hohenstein experts begin quantifying the type and extent of the genetic modifications. To do this, they use DNA analysis to search for different cotton lines known to contain genetic alterations and quantify the proportion. Only by pinpointing individual genetic modifications and quantifying the extent of modification is it possible to provide precise information on whether there is an extremely small proportion of contamination, or whether larger proportions of GMOs have been mixed in. This offers clear benefits to manufacturers, brand owners and retailers when it comes to supply chain transparency and fraud prevention.






More information:

  Sustainability
  Hohenstein Group
  organic cotton



Source:

Hohenstein Laboratories GmbH & Co. KG.
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